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1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1 – 6. 
 God’s glory shines upon us.  
Psalm: Psalm 72:1 – 2, 7 – 8, 10 – 11, 12 – 13. 
          Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
2nd Reading: Ephesians 3:2 – 3a, 5 – 6. 

It has been revealed that Gentiles are coheirs of the promise.  
Gospel: Matthew 2:1 – 12. 
 We saw a star at its rising and have come to do him homage. 
            

God is good, All the time; All the time, God is good! 
 

Friends, you know a couple of weeks ago I was all excited about the fact 
that we had a complete Advent Season: 4 full weeks prepare for the 
coming of our savior: God with us.  What I discovered since then is it gives 
us a very condensed Christmastide.  Normally the Sunday after Christmas 
is the feast of the Holy Family, followed by the Solemnity of Mary, then 
what we celebrate is the Epiphany, today’s celebration, with next Sunday 
wrapping things up with the Baptism of the Lord.  This year both the Holy 
Family and the Baptism are moved to Mondays in the week giving us a 
much tighter window in which to offer homage to God’s gift, God’s 
greatest gift to us: God with us, the Light of the world shining in the 
darkness. 
January is a time when we remember and celebrate a contempary 
prophet who was the voice of a movement of liberation and insisted on 
a path of nonviolence. In one of his speeches he said, “Darkness cannot 
drive out darkness: only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate: 
only love can do that.”  What a gift Martin Luther King, Jr. was to us as 
he manifested God’s love in our world. Much like Isaiah or Jeremiah or 
Micah in their times. 



So today we celebrate the Epiphany, the manifestation of God’s 
presence in our lives: God with us! With this celebration we end the 
Christmas Season already. (We are 7 weeks from Ash Wednesday) So 
what are some of the thoughts my mind played with from our readings: 
light shines in our lives; Christ came to save everyone, no exceptions; 
magi, astronomers, astrologist’s, starwatchers, kings from afar came to 
offer homage to a newborn prince; and they brought gifts.  So, the overall 
theme I derived from this set of readings is that God’s new Covenant is 
for everyone! No exceptions! 
Who here has ever received a gift? That’s what I thought, all of us! A song 
at our wedding (49 years ago) was “All Good Gifts” and it is on my list for 
my funeral as well.  So, what makes a gift good? It’s value? The way it is 
wrapped? Or could it be the relationship between the giver and the 
recipient?  
Many Christmas favorites underscore this: “the little drummer boy”, 
originally known as “Carol of the drum,” written by Katherine Kennicott 
Davis in 1941; Charles Schultz’s “Charlie Brown Christmas,” and O. 
Henry’s famous story, “the Gift of the Magi.” In this classic a    couple 
who is dirt poor, give up a possession of value to each: Jim/James his 
heirloom watch and Della her beautiful long hair to get gifts for the other: 
a watch fob and some fancy combs.  Love is the answer to the question.   
Jesus tells us the greatest gift we can give one another is to offer up your 
own life for your friend.  {Aside about the meaning of the kiss of peace} 
** 
So, in our Gospel story today, what is the gift of the Magi?  They returned 
home by another way! An act of civil disobedience out of love and care 
for an infant.  Albeit a very special one to whom they were led by a star. 
Light conquers darkness, every time. 
There are two Epiphanies in our Gospel today: the epiphany or 
manifestation of darkness symbolized by Herod; this epiphany is real and 
will prove powerless. The other is the manifestation of God in the person 
of Jesus, the light of the world. Let us resolve to seek that Light and to 
welcome its power to lead and guide, to reveal and purify. Amen? 



 
God is good. All the time. All the time. God is good! 

 
 
 
 
** When I was in my second masters’ degree program at Regis University 
in 1987, I was gifted to be taught by the late Jesuit Father Jim Gill, 
credited as the initiator of the RCIA renewal in the U.S.  He sought out 
from us the meaning of the kiss of peace following the Lord’s prayer in 
the Communion Rite.  He told us then to pick a partner, didn’t have to be 
someone we knew well, and it could be.  Then look into their eyes and say 
to them Becky, believe in the Light of Christ I see in you, and I want you 
to know that I am willing to die for you.  That to me was an Epiphany and 
has changed that whole ritual for me ever since. 
 


